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Children and Summer

A neighbor and | were chatting in the still sweltering summer
evening. His teenaged boys lethargically bounced a basket ball
and my daughters petted the dogs. We two fathers agreed we
needed to awaken our kids to the rhythm of summer, so we took
them swimming and had a splendid time.

Teens are especially vulnerable during the summer. Many children
are home alone, many wander about the neighborhoods and many
fall into trouble. The compassionate care of Lifelink’s children is
essential during the summer.

Every day Lifelink nurtures over 2,000 children through the care of
volunteers and staff in myriad of programs. We touch 586 foster
care children, 517 children through Head Start, Early Head Start
and Migrant Head Start, 40 children in our residential programs,
and hundreds more through our Healthy Families, Intact Families
and Doula programs. For the young people in our care Lifelink
provides safe homes and guiding parents. Moreover, Lifelink meets
youth on the streets who have not place to call home.

Hoyleton Youth and Family Services nurture young people who are
most vulnerable during the summer. Through the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Project, Hoyleton has helped 35 young people
see their worth and return home or establish successful lives. They
are cared for, guided and encouraged to do more and go beyond
their own expectations. And, the volunteers that give of their time
and talents to assist Hoyleton in its mission impact at-risk children.

We, throughout Lifelink, are grateful for the many staff and
volunteers who aid children during the summer and throughout the
year. We are guiding young lives toward independence, success
and good citizenship.

Best regards,

The Reverend Timothy C. Rhodes

President and CEO
The Rev. Timothy C. Rhodes

“Hoyleton Youth and
Family Services nurture
young people who are
most vulnerable during

the summer. Through

the Runaway and
Homeless Youth
Project, Hoyleton has
helped 35 young
people see their worth
and return home or
establish successful
lives.”



-Hoyleton Children’s Home Foundation-
Grant Writing

Grants received from area foundations, businesses and private organizations play an important roll
in providing services to those who come to us seeking help. The following organizations provided a
total of $72,276 in support of our ministries in calendar year 2007:

Funder Amount In Support of:

StL Christmas Carols $400 | Community Services Summer Recreation program.

Poshard Foundation $1,000 | Runaway and Homeless Youth (RHY) Project Transitional Living
Program

Combined Federal Campaign $1,166 | Hoyleton Youth and Family Services

Deaconess Foundation $5,000 | The Puentes de Esperanza Migrant and Seasonal Workers Head
Start Program

Old Newsboys Day $2,923 | Community Services Summer Recreation program

Norman Stupp Foundation $5,000 | Runaway and Homeless Youth (RHY) Project Transitional Living
Program

ESL Community Block Grant $5,000 | Community Services Summer Recreation program

United Way One-Time Grant $2,500 [ Puentes Community Supportive Services

Daughters of Charity $43,462 | Seeds of Success Family Support Program

100 Neediest Cases $825 | Direct benefits to clients with needs

Incarnate Word Foundation $5,000 | The Puentes de Esperanza Migrant and Seasonal Workers Head

Start Program

Federal funding allowed Hoyleton to continue offering its RHY
Project: Basic Center Program, and to offer a new program
focusing on Teen Dating Violence conducted in conjunction
with the Violence Prevention Center. State funding made it
possible to launch our Seeds of Success family support
program. Hoyleton was also pleased to be selected to serve
as the fiscal agent for two U.S. Department of Justice grants
aimed at making neighborhoods safer for area families.

Hoyleton also benefited from a variety of other funders and
donors. Our Residential Program benefited from ticket
donations from the St Louis Rams and The MUNY, while the
organization as a whole benefited from a $16,800
reimbursement from AmerenlIP in response to their recent
rate hike, and Puentes de Esperanza received continuing

support from the lllinois South Conference.

As important as grants may be, they can never surpass the
importance of the gifts we receive from individuals who
understand and support our mission. Thank you for your

continuing support.




—Hoyleton Program Highlight—
Residential Program - Prom 2008

The 2008 Prom, held May 9th at the Hoyleton Community building,
was decorated with a theme of “A Night to Remember.”

HYFS staff worked hard to provide a memorable experience for our
clients. We crowned a Prom King and Queen, and a wonderful
chicken dinner was served to all in attendance by the Fieldon UCC
youth group, led by the Rev. Barb Alley. Earlier this year, this group
took a tour of our HYFS facilities, and brought more than $200 in
baby supplies to our Migrant Head Start Center in East St. Louis.

The Centralia Bikers Group raised nearly $2000 at their 2007 poker
run to help cover the costs of the event. Jim's Formal Wear in
Centralia offered tuxedos to our clients at a reduced cost, and prom
dresses were donated by local sororities and other generous

individuals.
At the Children’s Home

Prom, the King, Queen
and Court are voted for
by staff and clients.

Prom provides an opportunity for the teenagers in our care to have
the same kind of experiences as kids without developmental
disabilities. We are thankful to all who make this event possible.




All our clients
attending Prom were
picked up in a
limousine and given a
ride around the block
before attending the
dance.

From the tuxedos and
dresses, to the flowers
and decorations—the
clients at the Hoyleton
Children’s Home are
given an opportunity to
attend a Prom, just like
teenagers without
developmental
disabilities.




—Hoyleton Program Highlight—
Residential Program - Graduation

Five 8th grade students and four high
school students graduated at the
Hoyleton Children’s Home this year.

A graduation ceremony was held May
28th at the Bethel Chapel in
Hoyleton. One of our clients attended
Nashville High School, and was able
to participate in the graduation
ceremony there.

The ceremony included a
processional, with “Pomp and
Circumstance” playing, as well as an
invocation and closing prayer by
Hoyleton clients.

The graduation address was given by
Stacey Short, a supervisor for the
Department of Children and Family
Services.

During her address, Stacey took out
a baseball and tossed it to one of the
graduates, who dropped it.

“That’s okay,” she said. “Sometimes
in life we drop the ball - things don't
turn out as we would like them to. But
that's when we pick the ball back up
and try again.”

The graduate was tossed the ball
again, and this time, he caught it,
wearing a big grin.

Hoyleton Youth & Family Services
strives to provide a brighter future to
those in our care. Graduation day is a
celebration of the accomplishments
of our clients, as well as our staff.



—Hoyleton Children’s Home Foundation—
Volunteer Opportunities

The Hoyleton Children’s Home Foundation is proud to offer meaningful
volunteer experiences for adults and children alike

Support Volunteers

Are you the kind of person who enjoys office work? Support volunteers work with staff and answer
phones, assist with mailings, and help with coordinating of volunteer-based projects. This is an
opportunity to get a real sense of the work that Hoyleton staff does “behind the scenes” on behalf of
our clients.

Special Event Volunteers

Do you enjoy hosting a party? Special event volunteers assist with activities, conferences or events
hosted by the Hoyleton Children’s Home Foundation. Volunteers work on an on-call basis
depending on event location and time frame. Decorating banquet halls, greeting guests and
requesting donations from corporate sponsors are a few of the variety of experiences awaiting our
Special Event Volunteers.

Holiday/In-Kind Volunteers

Have you ever been curious how it feels to be Santa Claus? Our in-kind volunteers assist with the
organization and acknowledgements of donated gifts. Some of the exciting experiences offered
include delivering and picking up in kind gifts. As an added bonus, our in-kind volunteers get plenty
of exercise - many of our donations must be carried up the stairs to the third floor of the main
campus! Volunteers in this program are most needed at the beginning of the school year and during
the Christmas season.

Recreation Department Volunteers
This opportunity is perfect for the sports-minded individual! Our volunteers assist staff by organizing

and participation in games, sports, and arts and crafts. This is a great opportunity for young and old
to have a hands-on experience with the clients we serve.

Summer Volunteers

Got the summertime blues? Our summer volunteers serve as chaperones for the exciting summer
programs in our foster care program and residential program. Possible volunteer experiences
include going on trips to Six Flags, the St. Louis Zoo, and much more!

To learn more about the meaningful volunteer experi ences available at Hoyleton,
contact Amanda Garrison, Coordinator of Special Eve nts and Volunteers,
at (618) 493-7575 or amanda.garrison@hoyleton.org.



The Hoyleton Family

Dear Friends,

As a party of the Hoyleton family, we are asking your help in
transforming the lives of children and their families.

With your support, we provide a voice for the voiceless and hope
to the hopeless. As a member of our family you possess the power
to grow awareness of our legacy, draw new supporters to our
organization, and raise the profile of our programs.

Each day brings forth countless opportunities to inform others
about the splendid work done by Hoyleton. You can leave a
positive impression that will draw in new supporters to our
common cause. You can encourage new supporters by sharing
our story.

Every day, | am grateful to know that | am not alone in wanting to
share the good news about our mission. Imagine what would
happen if each of us spoke to our friends, neighbors and
professional colleagues about Hoyleton. Within days, thousands of
people would know about our services and our good work!

As a member of the Hoyleton family, you are crucial in cascading
the values and accomplishments of our ministry. | ask you to join
with us in making the second century of our ministry more
compassionate and relevant than the first. Growing awareness of
Hoyleton’s splendid programs and people is essential to the
success of our second century.

Thank you for standing with us, and making a difference in the
lives of children and their families.

Wishing you the Lord’s peace,

Chris Cox
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Vice President and COO
Chris Cox

“As a member of the
Hoyleton family, you
are crucial in cascading
the values and
accomplishments of
our ministry.”




Mission Trip
St. Peter UCC, Red Bud, IL
St. John UCC, Smithton, |l
June 10-12, 2008

Mission Trip Opportunities

Mission trips usually range in length from one
day to one week. There is no cost for the
experience. Campers should be at least
junior high age.

The daily work schedule is generally from
8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. Hours
may vary due to weather conditions or work
assignments.

Work projects will be developed for your
group in accordance with their overall skill
level. Time for daily devotions and Bible study
is also encouraged.

Most work assignments will be discussed with
your group prior to arrival. This gives you
time to prepare and bring appropriate clothes
and supplies.

Hoyleton offers overnight accommodations in
our air-conditioned chapel located one block
from the main campus. Breakfast and lunch
will be provided daily by Hoyleton. Dinner is
generally the responsibility of the work group,
however we can offer some assistance if
needed.

For more information on mission trip
opportunities, please contact Brian Moeller,
Associate Director of Public Relations, at 618
-493-7575 or by e-mail at
brian.moeller@hoyleton.org




